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Addressing the needs of employers: writing development and other forms of engagement on undergraduate STEM programmes
Thursday 16th February 2012, 10.00 – 16.30

 Coach House Workshop, The American Museum, University of Bath Campus
For travel details, see: http://www.americanmuseum.org/default.cfm/loadindex.80 
Increasing pressures are emerging from the findings and recommendations of surveys, such as the Destination of Leavers from Higher Education (DLHE) and National Student Survey (NSS), which point to enhancing employability support within undergraduate degree programmes. The ‘More Maths Grads’ project, for example, has recommended that HEIs redress the balance between employability skills and academic content. How can developing both academic and broader employability skills be reconciled in practice?

The purpose of this workshop is to examine approaches to mapping employability skills within undergraduate STEM programmes, and sharing good practice in meeting the demands of academic requirements and the needs of employers.

The morning will focus on developing students’ writing skills – regularly at or near the top of employers’ concerns about the ‘hard skills’ graduates bring. Sessions will consider latest findings about those writing skills that STEM graduate employers are seeking. Sessions will then explore how such abilities can be best developed within undergraduate programmes, maximising opportunities for learning without the need to dramatically revise existing practices and schemes of work.

The afternoon will address the wider role of graduate skills development in the undergraduate curriculum.  Sessions will explore the needs of graduate employers and our students and we will consider models for engaging students and employers in curriculum design.  Recognising the critical role that assessment and feedback play in learning, we consider also how to assess the development of graduate skills.

The event will offer considerable scope for group discussions and interactions between participants; the day will have a very practical focus and participants will be encouraged to consider how they might translate what they have learnt back into their own institutions. Participants are welcome to bring and share materials / literature that illustrate their own STEM activity models.

This event is inspired by the projects ‘Student-led Employability Audit Toolkit’ and ‘Developing Writing in STEM Disciplines’ supported by the National HE STEM Programme. You can find out about the progress of these projects, and their outputs so far, on the webpages at: http://www.hestem-sw.org.uk/higher-education-curriculum/hec-projects/?p=20&pp=summary and http://www.hestem-sw.org.uk/higher-education-curriculum/hec-projects/?p=5&pp=summary 
The workshop is FREE to attend and lunch and refreshments will be provided – please ensure you book early as places are limited!

Event Programme – Thursday 16th February 2011

10.00 – 10.15 Registration & Coffee
10.15 – 10.30 Welcome & Overview of the Day

Dr Barrie Cooper, University of Exeter & Dr Trevor Day, Reading & Writing for Results

10.30 – 11.00 Introductions/Speed Networking

Dr Barrie Cooper & Dr Trevor Day

11.00 – 11.30 Models for Maximising Undergraduate Writing Development

Dr Trevor Day

BREAK

11.45 – 12.15 Mapping the Curriculum to Enhance Writing Development

Dr Trevor Day

12.15 – 13.00 Examples of What Works in Writing Development

Dr Trevor Day

LUNCH

13.40 – 14.25 Empowering students to shape their curriculum

Dr Barrie Cooper

14:25 – 15:10 Models for employer engagement: from targeted interventions to curriculum design

Dr Barrie Cooper

COFFEE BREAK

15.30 – 16.15 Assessing graduate skills development

Dr Barrie Cooper

16.15 – 16.30 Review and evaluation
Dr Barrie Cooper & Dr Trevor Day

Registration
Registration for this event is free and can be made at: http://www.hestem.ac.uk/event/he-stem-event/employability-skills-STEM-courses. 
Please note that places are limited and are allocated on a ‘first come, first served’ basis. Please also note that by registering, you agree that if you register but fail to attend without providing 72 hours prior written notice to info@hestem.ac.uk, a £50 cancellation charge will be made to your institution. 
Biographies of Speakers/Facilitators

Dr Barrie Cooper

Barrie Cooper is Assistant Director of Education for Mathematics and Computer Science at the University of Exeter and also works as an Education Adviser, teaching on staff and postgraduate teaching development programmes.  Barrie manages three HE STEM projects: developing an Outreach & WP Community of Practice; designing a student-led employability audit for STEM curricula; and developing work-based degree programmes in mathematics and engineering.  Barrie also coordinates subprojects for two cross-institutional HE STEM projects focusing on employer engagement and the curriculum.  Barrie’s background is as a research mathematician, exploring the mathematics underpinning string theory and quantum field theory.
Dr Trevor Day

Trevor Day, originally a marine biologist, has combined a career in scientific writing and publishing with teaching and educational research. Author/coauthor of more than 40 books, 70 peer-reviewed articles, and 30 articles for national/international newspapers and magazines, his interests lie in enhancing students’ academic writing development while enhancing their employability. A Fellow of the Royal Literary Fund at the University of Bath 2007-2011, he is a writing consultant and facilitator for the University of Bath and other universities. He leads the National HE STEM project on Developing Writing in STEM Disciplines, which has brought together writing and learning developers with STEM subject specialists, to identify best practice in incorporating writing development in undergraduate STEM programmes.

This workshop is being funded by the National HE STEM Programme’s Curriculum Development SIG and is being delivered by the following partners:
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